[image: image1.png]Moonlight on the Valley
by

Keith Wilson

The New Mexico hills move
dark blue shadows, leave senses

of history, of men and women walking
lonely trails, following the moon.

This moon reflects the face
of my father, the River speaks

in tongues of the long Dead.

In New Mexico all the land shifts

and subtly the footprints a person
makes, change. The talking wind
scars his flesh and how deeply cuts
the River and my father’s voice.





[image: image2.png]The Sun on Sandia Crest
by
Penny Harter
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its huge blinding eye
turning snow to fire.
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It swells in the absolute
blue of the sky,

its dark pupil fueling
Iuminous, uneven lunges
of the corona.

Oritis a mouth
with many tongues
licking up the mountains,
the slopes of blue spruce.

“This sun finds the bones
beneath our cheeks, the small
swhite echoes of our skulls
swhich will not shine

unless they are an offering,
scattered on the mountainside.






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment
Released Items

Standard: 9RIIIB3
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‘Which universal theme is
expressed by the symbol of the
sun in “The Sun on Sandia
Crest"?

Civilization and nature are often

in conflict.

Good will always triumphs over
evil.

True happiness is difficult to
attain.

Nature is more powerful than
humans are.






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIB1a
________________________________________________________________________
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To find out more about the
setting of “Moonlight on the
Valley,” it would be most useful
to read —

an encyclopedia entry about

New Mexico's history

a Web page about New Mexico's
weather

a magazine article about New
Mesxico's rivers

a book about a camping trip in
New Mexico





New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1c
________________________________________________________________________
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Explain what the author means by
the word shine in the final stanza of

“The Sun on Sandia Crest.” Be sure
to write your response in your
answer document.





3416094

	Score
	Description

	2
	The student provides an accurate, relevant explanation of what the author means by the word “shine” in the poem – for example,

· the poem states that the skulls “will not shine unless they are an offering scattered on the mountainside,” which could mean that humans will not have any power like that of the sun unless they pay it the proper respect, or until after death.

	1
	The student provides a partial explanation of what the author means by the word “shine” in the poem.

	0
	The student does not provide any explanation of what the author means by the word “shine” in the poem,

OR the response is incorrect or irrelevant.


New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1a
________________________________________________________________________
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Which statement would the
author of “Moonlight on the
Valley” most support?

There is a long history of people
living in New Mexico.

New Mexico's hills are visited
often by historians.

Change is an important part of
New Mexico’s landscape.

The landscape in New Mexico
inspires people to read history
books.





New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1c
________________________________________________________________________
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Describe how the tone of
“Moonlight on the Valley” changes

in the last two lines. Be sure to write
your response in your answer
document.





3416092

	Score
	Description

	2
	The student accurately describes how the tone of the poem “Moonlight on the Valley” changes in its last two lines, pointing out the shift from the quiet contemplation of “dark blue shadows” and “walking lonely trails” to the harsh, powerful imagery of “scars his flesh” and “deeply cuts”

	1
	The student partially describes how the tone of “Moonlight on the Valley” changes in its last two lines.

	0
	The student does not describe any way in which the tone of “Moonlight on the Valley” changes in its last two lines, 

OR the response is irrelevant or incorrect.


New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1b
________________________________________________________________________
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In “The Sun on Sandia Crest,”
the second and third stanzas
provide different examples of —

evidence that the sun is
becoming stronger

uses for the sun's energy
reasons humans should fear the
sun

ways that the sun can be
described






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1c
________________________________________________________________________
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‘Which word best describes the
overall tone of “Moonlight on
the Valley”?

A Anxious
15 B Mysterious
€ Heroic
D Cheerful






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIIIB3

________________________________________________________________________
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Compare and contrast the images of
the moon and sun in the poems. Use

details from both poems to support
your response. Be sure to write your
response in your answer document.





3416077

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response demonstrates a thorough comparison and contrast of the images of the sun and moon and provides complete details for support.  Details may include, but are not limited to, the following:

· In “Moonlight on the Valley,” the moon reflects the face of the speaker’s father; it is comforting to the speaker.

· In “Moonlight on the Valley,” men and women follow the moon.

· In “The Sun on Sandia Crest,” the sun is strong and powerful, almost monstrous.

· In “The Sun on Sandia Crest,” the sun reaches inside people, almost pursuing them (“This sun finds the bones beneath our cheeks”)

	3
	The response demonstrates an adequate comparison and contrast of the images of the sun and moon and provides some details for support.  The response is not as complete or in-depth as a score point 4 response.

	2
	The response demonstrates a partial comparison and contrast of the images of the sun and moon, but support is skeletal and lacks organization.

	1
	The response demonstrates a minimal comparison or contrast of the images of the sun and moon and includes little or no detail for support.

	0
	The response demonstrates no attempt to address the prompt.


New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1b

________________________________________________________________________
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The author's main purpose in
the third stanza of “The Sun on
Sandia Crest” is to —

suggest that the trees are on fire
show how quickly the sun rises
establish that the sky is blue
indicate the size of the sun






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1d

________________________________________________________________________
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To appreciate the author’s view
of the land in the poem
“Moonlight on the Valley,”
the reader needs to understand
that —

New Mexico is located in the
Southwest

the author mourns for his father
many people use the moon to
navigate

the author has lived in New
Mesico for many years






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIB1c

________________________________________________________________________
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List two ways you could use the
Internet to find more information

about the setting of “The Sun on
Sandia Crest.” Be sure to write your
response in your answer document.





3416089

	Score
	Description

	2
	The student lists two of the following ways to use the Internet to find more information about the setting of the poem:

· Search (or Google) “Sandia Crest” to find sites/articles that address the geography, history, culture, etc. of the area.

· Search for a map of Sandia Crest itself.

· Consult weather sites to find out when the sun rises in that location – that is, to find out what time the sun provides the kind of light that the poem describes.

	1
	The student lists only one of the above ways to use the Internet to find more information about the setting of the poem

	0
	The student does not list any way to use the Internet to find more information about the setting of the poem, 

OR the response is irrelevant or incorrect.


New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIIIB3

________________________________________________________________________
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Which universal theme is
suggested by the symbol of the
River in “Moonlight on the
Valley"?

A Humans' exploration of the land
B Humans' dependence on the
land
€ The need to preserve the land
5 D The eternal wisdom of the land






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1c

________________________________________________________________________
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Give an example of color imagery in
“The Sun on Sandia Crest” and

explain its function in the poem. Be
sure to write your response in your
answer document.





3416093

	Score
	Description

	2
	The student gives one of the following examples of color imagery in “The sun on Sandia Crest” and explains its function in the poem:

· The phrase “absolute blue of the sky” suggests the sky’s limitlessness, and also contrasts with the “dark pupil” of the sun.

· The image of the “blue spruce” that covers the mountain slopes is probably chosen to echo the “absolute blue of the sky.”

· Humans’ cheekbones are “the small white echoes of our skulls,” suggesting the powerlessness of humans when compared to the sun.

	1
	The student gives an example of color imagery in the poem, but does not explain its function.

	0
	The student does not give an example of color imagery in the poem, 

OR the response is incorrect or irrelevant.


New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1c

________________________________________________________________________
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In “Moonlight on the Valley,”
the author uses the words
“The talking wind / scars his
flesh” to —

explain how the wind is harmful
10 people

suggest that walking alone in the
New Mesico hills is dangerous
describe the profound way in
which nature affects people
show that the wind is more
powerful than other forces in
nature






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIC1c

________________________________________________________________________
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In “The Sun on Sandia Crest,”
the author uses the phrase
“huge blinding eye” to —

describe the sun's motion
suggest that the sun is harmful
indicate how hot the sun is
emphasize the power of the sun






New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment

Released Items

Standard: 9RIIIB2

________________________________________________________________________
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Identify a theme that is common in
both poems. Explain how this theme.
is expressed in each poem. Use

details from both poems to support
your response. Be sure to write your
response in your answer document.





3416075

	Score
	Description

	4
	The response demonstrates a thorough understanding of a theme that is common in both poems (e.g., nature is powerful, personification of nature, etc.) and includes complete details for support.  Details may include, but are not limited to, the following:

· “the New Mexico hills...leave senses of history” indicates the power of nature (“Moonlight on the Valley”), as does “On Sandia Crest the sun stuns the Earth” (“The Sun on Sandia Crest”)

· “...the River speaks in tongues of the long Dead” (“Moonlight on the Valley”) and “...it is a mouth with many tongues” (“The Sun on Sandia Crest”) both suggest that nature has human qualities.

	3
	The response demonstrates an adequate understanding of a theme that is common in both poems and includes some details for support.  The response is not as complete or in-depth as a score point 4 response.

	2
	The response demonstrates a partial understanding of a theme that is common in both poems , but support is skeletal and lacks organization.

	1
	The response demonstrates a bare understanding of a theme that is common in both poems and includes little or no detail for support.

	0
	The response demonstrates no attempt to address the prompt.


